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Aehrenthal.34 It consisted in a policy of playing off the
Croats against the Serbs and thus splitting the Jugoslavs
apart according to the old maxim of divide et impera. It
contemplated the creation of a "Greater Croatia" as a third
unit with Austria and Hungary in a regnum tripartitum.
Jftanz Ferdinand was very favorably inclined toward the
Croats. They were Roman Catholics and had helped pre-
serve Hapsburg authority in the revolutions of 1848. A
"Greater Croatia/' composed of the Slav elements in
Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina, and
given equal political federal rights with the remaining parts
of Austria and Hungary, would form a valuable bulwark
against the "Greater Serbia" propaganda. The plan had
had many staunch adherents among the Croats themselves,
and in view of the unhappy conflicts between the Serbs and
Croats since the War can hardly be regarded as altogether
Utopian if it had been adopted seasonably. But during
the years just before the War this antagonism between Serb
and Croat had been rapidly disappearing owing to the op-
pressive rule of the German and Magyar authorities on the
one hand, and the active propaganda of Jugoslav intellec-
tuals on the other. Baron Musulin, an observant Austrian
diplomat and Foreign Office Secretary, who was born in
Croatia, visited his old home in 1913 and noted with alarm
the change which was rapidly taking place from Croat
loyalty to Jugoslav agitation. He believed the Croatian
peasantry were still true to the Hapsburgs and that a
strengthening of the Croatian sentiment could still be used
to offset the Jugoslav movement for uniting Croats and
Serbs into a "Greater Serbia."35 An incident 'in the trial
of the Sarajevo assassins which moved the court to mirth
34Musulin, Das Hans <m Ballplatz, Munich, 1924, p. 205 ff. Cf.
abo.GP., XXVI, 28, 47.
35 Musulin, pp. 195-210. Cf. also Stephan Count .Burian, Austria in
Dissolution, New York, 1924, pp. 358-371 on the conflict between the
Croatian and the Jugoslav tendencies.

